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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 

H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-15 NSA-01 EB-06 SAB-01 /096W 

097333 

R 132218Z NOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2294 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 
AMCONSUL TANGIER 

UNCLAS PANAMA 6536 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, PN, PO 

SUBJ: YACHT APOLLO - GOP OFFICIAL REBUTS CIA LINKS 

1. IN A NOVEMBER 5 LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR OF PANAMA 
DAILY MATUTINO - PUBLISHED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE 
PAPER'S NOV 12 EDITION - THE DIRECTOR OF THE GOP MERCHANT 
MARINE'S CONSULAR AND SHIPS DIRECTORATE, PANA ANGEL KOURUKLIS, 
STATED THAT AN INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY HIS OFFICE HAD 
REVEALED "NO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER" THAT THE PANAMANIAN 
REGISTERED YACHT APOLLO WAS ENGAGED "IN ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES, 
NEITHER FOR THE CIA NOR FOR SIMILAR AGENCIES OF ANY COUNTRY." 

2. ACCORDING TO KOURUKLIS 1 LETTER, WHICH HE SPECIFICALLY 
ASKED MATUTINO TO PUBLISH, THE INVESTIGATION WAS PROMPTED 
BY SPANISH PRESS ALLEGATIONS THAT THE APOLLO WAS A CIA 
VESSEL. KOURUKLIS STATED THE APOLLO WAS REGISTERED WITH 
THE PANAMANIAN MERCHANT MARINE ON APRIL 30, 1968, DESCRIBED 
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IT AS A "FLOATING SCHOOL," AND DECLARED THAT IT HAS 
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COMPLIED WITH ALL PERTINENT PANAMANIAN REGULATIONS. 
JORDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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